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PUC Approves Biodiesel Supply Contract for HECO Plants 
The contract between Hawaiian Electric and Pacific Biodiesel Technologies to supply biodiesel for 
Oahu power generators has been approved by Hawaii Regulators. 

The two-year contract, which goes into effect in November 2015, is for a minimum of two million 
and up to three million gallons per year.  The renewable fuel is slated for use primarily at the 110-
megawatt Campbell Industrial Park generation facility and the Honolulu International Airport 
Emergency Power Facility, yet could also be used at other Oahu power plants as needed.  

The advanced biofuel will be produced at Pacific Biodiesel’s newest facility, Big Island Biodiesel, 
which began operations in 2012.  “The new technology installed at Big Island Biodiesel enables us to 
process the most degraded feedstock into the highest quality biodiesel available in the United States,” 
said Robert King, president of Pacific Biodiesel.  HECO previously contracted with Iowa’s 
Renewable Energy Group Inc., which supplied biodiesel from the mainland. 

In its ruling, the Hawaii Public Utilities Commission noted that, along with a savings in cost, the 
locally produced biodiesel provided in this contract should positively contribute to the local 
economy.   With over 70 employees across the state, Pacific Biodiesel agrees.  “Locally produced 
biodiesel provides consistent green jobs, along with energy security and displacement of fossil 
fuels,” King said. Pacific Biodiesel processes used cooking oil from Hawaii’s restaurants into 
biodiesel and looks to supplement this with locally grown oil crops in the future. The company 
anticipates that the increased demand for local biodiesel provided through this contract will 
eventually support the development of even more jobs and opportunities for the agricultural 
sector as well.  
 
Since opening and operating the very first retail biodiesel pump in America, Pacific Biodiesel has 
built a solid reputation as a leading pioneer in the industry.  Over two decades of constructing and 
operating biodiesel-processing plants, advancing process technology, and producing and 
marketing quality fuels have provided industry-leading accomplishments recognized at 
community, state and national levels.  Throughout, Pacific Biodiesel’s vision has remained 
constant: to create truly sustainable, community-based biodiesel production facilities in order to 
maximize the economic and environmental benefits and minimize energy consumption.  
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