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“The farmer is the backbone of this nation.”  Willie Nelson not only believes this saying of his, he has backed his words up with the development a few years ago of the country’s first commercial biodiesel production that utilized local cottonseed oil as its feedstock.  The cotton farmers had been floundering in Texas, and the country superstar was determined to revitalize them.  With the help of America’s foremost renewable fuel pioneer, Pacific Biodiesel Texas was born.

Today Nelson has announced the list of BioWillie blends to be carried in his Willie’s Place truck stop adjacent to the Pacific Biodiesel Texas processing facility at Carl’s Corner in Hillsborough, Texas.  The international icon has taken a dilapidated truck stop near his hometown of Abbott and turned it into a model of community-based sustainability by creating a ‘Biodiesel Depot’ for truckers who wish to support farmers, themselves, and American energy security. 

Willie’s Place Truck Stop is offering B5 in all diesel pumps, as well as B20 fuel.  (The number following the B for biodiesel indicates the percentage of biodiesel blended with petroleum diesel.)  Biodiesel is a cleaner-burning, biodegradable, non-toxic alternative to petroleum diesel. Even in blends, emissions of smoke, carcinogens, aromatics and other pollutants are significantly reduced.  The fuel produced at the Pacific Biodiesel Texas facility easily meets the current U.S. ASTM biodiesel specifications, a standard that is recognized internationally.
The biodiesel plant and truck stop represents a model of “truly sustainable” locally produced and distributed energy, which Mr. Nelson believes is one of the answers to America’s sagging economy.  While there may be many components to solving the world’s energy problems, biodiesel has proven to be a real solution for transportation – environmentally friendly, economically feasible, with an easy transition that requires no costly modifications to vehicles or to the country’s fuel station infrastructure. 

In fact, biodiesel is not a new fuel.  It was the fuel intended by Rudolph Diesel, who created the very efficient diesel engine in the late 1800s.  Thus, in actuality, biodiesel is a back to the future fuel. Mr. Diesel originally thought that the diesel engine, (readily adaptable in size and utilizing locally available fuels like vegetable oil) would enable independent craftsmen, artisans, farmers and small industry to endure.  As President of Farm Aid, Nelson shares Diesel’s vision that empowering the community is essential to preserving American values.

Willie Nelson is an honorary member of the Sustainable Biodiesel Alliance (www.fuelresponsibly.org), which is an organization dedicated to the education and promotion of the “sustainable” de-centralized, community based, produced, and distributed model of biodiesel. Willie’s wife Annie, and actress and activist Daryl Hannah are co-chairs of the Alliance.
Today, used cooking oil is incorporated as a first feedstock into most Pacific Biodiesel (www.biodiesel.com ) built plants as it is widely recognized as the most sustainable feedstock with the lowest carbon footprint.  Having revitalized the cotton oil industry to the point of being priced out of its use at one point, PB Texas is ready to again receive cottonseed oil, or any locally grown biofuel crop oil, when the price will allow the final product to be competitive with petroleum.  Meanwhile, truckers fueling up at Willie’s Place can be assured a quality, eco-friendly, sustainable fuel.  PB Texas’ slogan  “Made in America … stayed in America”, says it best!
