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FOOD, THEN FUEL – PACIFIC BIODIESEL LAUNCHES “RESTAURANTS FOR RENEWABLES” AWARENESS PROGRAM
McDonald’s Restaurants of Hawaii Will Be First to be Recognized 
HONOLULU – This month, Pacific Biodiesel will launch its Restaurants for Renewables awareness program in which restaurants that contribute used cooking oil for recycling will receive a special decal for display to signify their participation. This is Pacific Biodiesel’s effort to inform the public that some of their favorite restaurants are directly supporting a locally produced sustainable and environmentally friendly biodiesel fuel. 

As the largest local contributor of cooking oil for recycling, Oahu’s McDonald’s restaurants will be the first to receive the decals, which they will display in their front windows.

“The Restaurants for Renewables program is our way of recognizing businesses that are contributing to improving Hawaii’s sustainability by recycling their used cooking oil with us,” said Kelly King, vice president of Pacific Biodiesel. “We wanted to do this in a way that is clearly visible so consumers have the opportunity to learn about the benefits of biodiesel and know that the cooking oil used to make their french fries and other foods could be fueling a vehicle the next week.”

Pacific Biodiesel processes used cooking oil and grease interceptor waste at its plants on Oahu and Maui.  The two facilities recycle 13,000 tons of waste oil products per year, which helps to keep our landfills and wastewater facilities cleaner.

Currently Pacific Biodiesel produces approximately 1 million gallons of biodiesel annually, which is sold throughout the state for use in diesel-fueled engines. Its largest customer is the fleet of the City & County of Honolulu. The fuel is also used by boats, farm equipment, generators and construction vehicles, as well as sold in six 76 stations on Oahu.  

“McDonald’s is always looking for opportunities to participate in environmentally responsible programs in our communities, and we’re very excited to be a part of the Restaurants for Renewables program,” said Melanie Okazaki, marketing manager of McDonald’s Restaurants of Hawaii.

Biodiesel is a cleaner-burning, non-toxic alternative to petroleum diesel. It is biodegradable in water and thus causes no harm to our oceans if spilled. Even in blends, emissions of smoke, carcinogens, aromatics and other pollutants are reduced. The fuel produced at Pacific Biodiesel’s facilities meets the current U.S. ASTM biodiesel specifications, a standard that is recognized internationally.
About Pacific Biodiesel

Pacific Biodiesel has built 11 biodiesel plants in the U.S. and Japan, including two in Hawaii, and is currently contracted for a biodiesel plant in Alaska. The Oahu facility has been operational since its construction in 2001 and recycles approximately 615,000 gallons of cooking oil waste from Hawai’i restaurants each year. All of the fuel produced by Pacific Biodiesel in Hawai’i is sold locally to help our state meet our energy independence goals. The company is developing a third Hawai’i biodiesel plant, on the Big Island, which will utilize its new zero-waste, super efficient processing technology and also include capacity to process locally grown biofuels crops as they become available.
(more)
About McDonald’s Restaurants of Hawaii

McDonald’s Restaurants of Hawaii has 84 restaurants and more than 4,000 employees in Hawaii, Guam and Saipan. The company spends approximately $240 million annually in Hawaii, the economic impact of which creates nearly 12,500 jobs in the community. McDonald’s prides itself on offering career opportunities to employees, with most managers staying with the company approximately 18 years.

McDonald's USA LLC is the leading foodservice provider in the United States serving a variety of wholesome foods made from quality ingredients to millions of customers every day. More than 80 percent of McDonald's 13,700 U.S. restaurants are independently owned and operated by local franchisees. More information on McDonald's can be found at www.mcdonalds.com.
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